
Commitment status All fields
Life

sciencesa
Physical 

sciencesb
Social

sciencesc Engineering Education Humanities
Other non-
S&E fields

All doctorate recipients
1989 34,325 6,411 5,387 6,149 4,542 6,280 3,364 2,192
1994 41,033 7,799 6,762 6,835 5,819 6,711 4,521 2,586
1999 41,098 8,204 6,224 7,291 5,330 6,552 5,210 2,287
2004 42,118 8,815 6,045 7,043 5,777 6,633 5,209 2,596
2009 49,562 11,402 8,331 7,836 7,634 6,531 4,899 2,929

All responses to postgraduation
  commitment

1989 30,766 5,867 4,826 5,395 3,955 5,715 3,055 1,953
1994 37,640 7,202 6,253 6,228 5,286 6,078 4,219 2,374
1999 37,198 7,597 5,689 6,498 4,863 5,796 4,747 2,008
2004 37,929 8,057 5,592 6,224 5,282 5,777 4,774 2,223
2009 44,407 10,412 7,569 6,882 6,886 5,792 4,357 2,509

Definite commitment for
  employment or postdoctoral study

1989 74.2 78.0 77.0 71.9 67.6 75.7 67.6 80.6
1994 66.3 71.5 64.8 66.3 55.9 73.3 58.2 73.7
1999 69.9 72.4 72.9 67.5 67.7 74.1 60.5 75.5
2004 70.0 71.2 71.5 71.3 63.6 74.6 63.4 76.1
2009 69.2 66.7 72.0 72.8 66.4 71.3 62.8 75.3

No definite commitment for
  employment or postdoctoral studye, f

1989 25.8 22.0 23.0 28.1 32.4 24.3 32.4 19.4
1994 33.7 28.5 35.2 33.7 44.1 26.7 41.8 26.3
1999 30.1 27.6 27.1 32.5 32.3 25.9 39.5 24.5
2004 30.0 28.8 28.5 28.7 36.4 25.4 36.6 23.9
2009 30.8 33.3 28.0 27.2 33.6 28.7 37.2 24.7

a Includes agricultural sciences/natural resources, biological/biomedical sciences, and health sciences.
b Includes mathematics and computer and information sciences.
c Includes psychology.
d Percentages are based on number responding to the item on postgraduation commitment.
e Includes respondents who indicated "other" in all years and respondents who indicated "do not plan to work or study" in 2009.
f Includes 761 respondents for 2009 who indicated definite plans for "other full-time degree program."

SOURCE:  NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.
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TABLE 38.  Postgraduation commitment of doctorate recipients, by broad field of study: Selected years, 1989–2009


